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"Excellent news," he amended.  "Musgrave will be
invaluable/1

Lisa made the announcement at dinner. She was
determined to shut the door on any hesitation of
Cuthbert's.
"Tiens," said the Countess. Unlike "le Capi-
taine", she felt no necessity to add to her state-
ment.
"I had thought of starting at the beginning of
March. There is a P. and O. which leaves Marseilles
on . . /'
The ladies had ceased to play any part in the con-
versation. Lisa heard it droning on like the buzz of
a bumble-bee. She felt perfectly happy.
Later in the evening Captain Hyslop said to Lisa:
"Would you think me very impertinent if I asked
you to call me Ernest?"
"I should love to call you Ernest/*
Going up to bed, Lisa remarked to the Countess:
"Captain Hyslop is called Ernest/*
"So he has a Christian name."
"Ernest/'
"One ought not to be surprised. So much import-
ance!" Mamachen saw a point that was not there-
at least not for Lisa.